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An Introduction to Linguistics 
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Objectives 1. To introduce the study of linguistics to students 

2. To explore the various branches of linguistics 
3. To study the relation between linguistics and literature 

Unit Contents 
Number of 

Lectures 

1 

Introduction  

Nature and Function of language, including the difference between human 

and animal communication  

Origins of the English language and its place in the Indo-European literature, 

Theories of Origins of language, What is Linguistics? The Structure of 

language – David Crystal ,Langue and Parole – Ferdinand de Saussure, 

Competence and Performance – Noam Chomsky 

10 

2 

Phonetics of English: 

Speech Sounds; Articulation of Vowels and Consonants; Classification of 

Vowels and Consonants; Clusters; Diphthongs; Supra-segmental: Stress, length, 

Pitch, Intonation, International Phonetic Alphabet; Exercises on phonetic 

transcription. 

15 

3 

Morphology 

Definition of Morph – Morpheme – Allomorph; Classification of morphemes: 

Free- Bound, Root, Stem, Affixes, Inflectional, Derivational,Morphological 

processes: Affixation, Reduplication, Exercises on morphological problems. 

10 

4 
World Englishes 

British English,AmericanEnglish,Indian English 
10 

5 

Language Contact and Language Variation 

Nativization of English,Bilingualism and Multi-lingualism,Dialect, Register 

and Style,Code Switching and code mixing,Pidgin and Creole,CP and 

PP,Speech Act Theory. 

9 



 Total  54 
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